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Ben Silvestre on the headwall of the west pillar of Arjuna (6230m).  
(Uisdean Hawthorn)
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The major ascents in the Indian Himalaya in 2017 were in the Kishtwar- 
Zanskar region; this is an area that was very popular until the early 

1990s when access became difficult due to the political situation. In the last 
few years, access has become less of  an issue. Unusually for the Himalaya 
two of  the major ascents of  the year were on one mountain Arjuna (6230m), 
situated above the Kijai Nala. (A similar coincidence occurred on Hagshu 
in 2014). In June a Slovenian expedition made the first ascent of  a difficult 
mixed route up the west face of  the central summit while in the autumn a 
British team made the first ascent of  the arête of  the west pillar of  the south 
summit of  Arjuna South (6100m). In October a Swiss-German team climbed 
a difficult direttissima on the north-west face of  Cerro Kishtwar (6173m).  
On the northern side of  the range an American team made the first ascent 
of  Barnaj I (6370m) via icy grooves in its north face and a separate US 
team made the first ascent of  Rungofarka (6495m) by its north ridge. In the  
Garhwal an American team made an impressive first ascent of  the south-west 
face of  Nilkanth (6596m), overcoming difficult mixed and ice climbing.

The Indian Mountaineering Foundation have a new website and web por-
tal for applying for permits, see: https://www.indmount.org/IMF/welcome. 
In access news the Himachal Pradesh government now aims to keep the  
Rotang pass open during the winter with the aim of  keeping other high 
passes open as well. Travel to the south side of  the Kishtwar is still via the 
Chenab road from Himachal Pradesh, as travel on the main roads in Kash-
mir is still not advised by the FCO.

Arjuna
Arjuna is situated in the Kijai Nala, and was climbed by Polish teams in 
1981 and 1983; in 1981 only the south summit was gained via the south-east 
ridge; in 1983 the south summit was gained again via a difficult route on the 
west face while at the same time the central pillar of  the west summit was 
climbed. The 1983 ascents were highly technical climbs and were possibly 
a little overlooked at the time. A Slovenian super-team of  Marko Prezelj, 
Urban Novak and Aleš Cesen arrived at basecamp on 29 May and set about 
acclimatising, making the first ascent of  Peak 6038m via the north ridge 
(D) on 4 June. On 16 June they set off  up the west face couloir of  the main 
summit, taking three days to climb the route experiencing considerable  
difficulties (ED+, WI5+, A0, M7+). They rappelled their line of  ascent, and 
named their climb All or Nothing. During their trip they experienced only 
six days of  good weather, managing to be in position to do both the climbs 
they completed when the weather was good. However, they note they could 
easily have left without having climbed anything.

In the autumn a British team consisting of  Ben Silvestre, Pete Graham 
and Uisdean Hawthorn visited the Kijai Nala also with the goal of  climb-
ing Arjuna. Their goal was the west pillar of  the south summit of  Arjuna. 
After acclimatising the trio set off  up the pillar on 2 October. Once on the 
pillar they spent 4 days climbing on perfect sounding granite covered in 
chicken heads; they named their route Gandiva (1400m E3/5.11 M5) after 
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the bow Brahma give Arjuna in Hindu mythology. On the first day they 
simul-climbed the lower section and climbed six pitches to a comfortable 
bivy. The second day included a pitch described as similar to The Strand 
on Gogarth and improbably led to easier ground. Their second night out 
was chilly being exposed to wind. On the third day they climbed to the top 
of  the pillar, and made a committing abseil to below the headwall, which 
they ascended with massive exposure to a small bivy ledge. The fourth day  
included traversing pitches and a tricky mixed chimney, where several fur-
ther pitches led to the summit. They started descending on the fourth day 
and bivied half  way down the descent gully. On the fifth day they arrived 
back at base camp.

The British team noted that the west face of  Arjuna had excellent rock 
and was very much like the north face of  the Grandes Jorasses with multiple 
spurs and couloirs that will keep teams busy for years to come. The Sloven-
ians compared it to the Charakusa valley in Pakistan.

Cerro Kishtwar
In October 2017 Cerro Kishtwar (6155m) got its fourth ascent via its impos-
ing north-west face by a Swiss-German team made up of  Stephan Siegrist, 
Julian Zanker and Thomas Huber. Siegrist had already climbed Cerro 

The south and west aspects of Arjuna: the British route climbs the prominent 
pillar to the south summit, while the Slovenian route climbs a gully hidden in 
this shot. (Uisdean Hawthorn)
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Kishtwar in 2011 via an ice gully on the right-hand side of  the north-west 
face leading to the south ridge. In 2017 Siegrist was back to attempt a very 
similar line to that of  Brendan Murphy (Ireland) and Andy Perkins’ (UK) 
1992 attempt, when they turned back 100m from the summit after 17 days 
on the mountain. Huber, Zanker and Siegrist arrived at their basecamp on 
13 September and made an initial attempt on the face reaching about a 
third of  the way up. Their second attempt started on 8 October and they 
reached the summit after seven days of  climbing on 14 October. They had 
fixed some pitches on the lower third of  the face and set up four portaledge 
camps on the face and reported difficulties of  VII, A3+, 6b, M6, 80°, with 
the lower 400m being mostly ice and mixed climbing and the upper 600m 
consisting difficult rock climbing. They named their route Har Har Mahadev. 
Mick Fowler and Steve Sustad made the first ascent of  Cerro Kishtwar in 
1993 via a hidden gully on the left side of  the north-west face to the north 
spur. The Swiss-German team reported cold temperatures, down to -20°C, 
and snowfall almost every afternoon. This contrasts with the British team 
who reported relatively warm temperatures on Arjuna, which was climbed 
at the same time and only a couple of  valleys over. The different experiences 
reflect the different aspects of  the faces they were climbing.

Climbing the spectacular north-west 
face of Cerro Kishtwar (6155m). 
(Thomas Huber)

The Swiss-German route on the north-
west face of Cerro Kishtwar. (Thomas 
Huber)
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Barnaj I
From 1 to 4 October, Seth Timpano and Sam Hennessey made the first 
ascent of  Barnaj I (6370m), via its north buttress. This aesthetically pleasing  
mountain is situated in Zanskar and is approached from Leh and the  
Hagshu Nala. Barnaj I had been attempted once before, by Timpano with 
Tim Dittmann and Jared Vilhauer in 2014. They were turned round by 
warm conditions and rock fall. After acclimatising on Castle Peak (5850m) 
at IV, 5.8 and attempting an unclimbed 6,200m peak, they were ready for 
their attempt on Barnaj. On 1 October they set off  simul-climbing the lower 
slopes, following the same line as in 2014. The climbing soon turned more 
difficult with several long ice pitches and a few mixed steps to a bivy. On the 
second day they started late and climbed 250m to the 2014 highpoint; they 
bivied early here and set off  at 1am to climb an ice gully in the cold temper-
atures of  the night. They climbed to the summit that day and returned to 
their bivy that night, descending the rest of  the face the next day. Timpano 
and Hennessey encountered difficulties up to M4 and WI5+, describing the 
route as every alpinist’s dream: direct, sustained, and objectively safe climb-
ing on an unclimbed peak.

Rungofarka
The American duo of  Tino Villanueva and Alan Rousseau made the first 
ascent of  Rungofarka (6495m) via its north ridge between 30 September and 
4 October. Their initial attempt was on the north face, which they retreated 
from, having not found a bivy site at the end of  their first day. Changing 
plans for the north ridge, they ascended to the col at 5,700m on the first day.  

The north face of Barnaj I (6370m): 
the upper section of the route, which 
faces almost east, is hidden in a deep 
icy chimney. (Seth Timpano)

Looking into the ice chimney that 
defines the start of the upper east face 
of Barnaj I. Hennessey is standing on 
the bivy site where the pair spent two 
nights. (Seth Timpano)
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On the second they climbed 10 
pitches of  sustained climbing (M6) 
to a small bivy behind an ice pillar.  
The third day, they climbed 20 pitch-
es of  mostly M4 with some M6 
and a final offwidth pitch with bad  
protection to a poor bivy and a 
sleep less night. The next morning 
they made a committing abseil from 
their bivy to the base of  an ice run-
nel that proved to be the crux of  the 
route, with thin mixed and ice climb-
ing. They continued up the summit 
ridge and descended the west ridge 
via 20 abseils some 2,700m of  vertical ground back to their base camp. 
They named the route The T&A Show (VI, M6, WI4+) consisting of  around  
50 pitches and 1,200m vertical technical terrain.

Nilkanth
The US trio of  Chantel Astorga, Anne Gilbert Chase, and Jason Thompson 
made the first ascent of  the south-west face of  Nilkanth (6596m) from 28 
September to 2 October. Chase and Thompson had attempted the face in 
2015, and climbed most of  the west ridge. That proved useful as it formed 
their descent route in 2017. With a late monsoon, and ensuing heavy snow-
fall in September they managed to setup an advanced basecamp at 5,180m 
below the face but not advance any higher for acclimatisation. At the end 
of  September and with a good weather forecast they set off  up the route 
on 28 September from their advanced basecamp; the first day had several 
tricky mixed steps and a steep ice pitch to a bivi at 5,670m. The second day 
involved technical mixed ground and steep ice, and ended at an uncomfort-
able sitting bivouac at 5,944m. Their third day on the route proved to be the 
crux. Their intended route went up a feature dubbed the Castle however 
once close up it looked like big wall tactics would be required to overcome 
it; luckily they found a devious route around it that required difficult ice and 
mixed climbing. The day ended with a bivi on top of  the Castle at 6,248m; 
on the fourth day they thought they would make the summit however the 
climbing was more difficult than anticipated, leading to a bivi at 6,523m. 

On Nilkanth, Chantel Astorga leads 
out from the rock alcove onto mixed 
terrain and steep ice around the 
corner to the top of what the team 
dubbed ‘the castle’. This section was 
the big question mark in the viability 
of their route and proved to be the 
crux of the south-west face. (Jason 
Thompson)
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On the fifth day they made it to the summit in a couple of  hours and then 
descended the west ridge arriving back at advanced base camp at 2am. They 
named the route Obscured Perception (VI WI5, M6, A0, 70° snow, 1400m).

East Karakoram
In July and August, to celebrate the 90th anniversary of  the Himalayan 
Club, an Indian team traversed a substantial portion of  the East Karako-
ram. The team consisted of  Divyesh Muni, Rahesh Gadgil, Vineeta Muni, 
Huzefa Electricwala, Ashish Prabhu and Sonali Bhatia. They set off  from 
Rongdo on 5 July and ascended the Rongdo valley. They then crossed the 
Rongdo La (5800m) to the East Phunangma glacier and from a camp there 
made the first ascent of  Nga Kangri (6165m), before traversing to the South 
Argan glacier via a huge icefall. The team crossed the Argan La (5950m) to 
gain the North Argan glacier and from there to the south Shukpa Kunchang 
glacier, which is dominated by Saser Kangri II (7520m) at its head. They 
spent two days ascending the glacier and crossed the Zamorian La (5860m) 
to cross to the Zamorian glacier and then down to the Sakang valley;  

Less than 60m from realising a three-year dream, Anne Gilbert Chase heading 
towards the summit of Nilkanth on the morning of the fifth day. Chase and 
Astorga are two of the world’s leading female alpinists, making an ascent  
of the Slovak Direct on Denali this year: see page 63. (Jason Thompson)
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the team ascended up the Sakang valley before making the tricky descent 
back down the valley to civilisation.

In September and October a British team made up of  Alpine Club  
members consisting of  Derek Buckle, Drew Cook, Jamie Goodhart (who 
unfortunately left the expedition early due to a family bereavement), Rafal  
Malczyk and Howard Pollitt travelled to the Sumur valley in the East  
Karakoram. Malczyk, Cook, Pollitt and Buckle made the first ascent of  
Point 6088m via the south-west slopes (F) on 18 September. They named 
the top Deception Point as it turned out to be the convergence of  three  
ridges with a good view rather than an independent summit. On 25 Sep-
tember they made the first ascent of  Peak 6078m at the head of  the glacier 
beyond the East Rassa col via the south-east face (PD). Finally, they made 
the first ascent of  Peak 5991m on 29 September via its west north-west 
ridge (AD). The team reported unstable snow on all northerly faces limiting  
the options of  where they could climb.

Zanskar
The Zanskar range seemed to be the place for new routes in 2017 with many 
successful expeditions in addition to Barnaj I and Rungofarka. It lies on the 
north side of  the Kishtwar range and is generally approached from Leh via 
the Kargil and Padum road, with numerous 5000m and 6000m peaks still 
unclimbed.

A Slovenian team consisting of  Matjaz Dusic, Matija Jost, and Tomaz  
Zerovnik visited the Hapal mountains during July and August 2017.  
Departing from the village of  Tungri on the Leh-Kargil-Padum road they 
set up base camp on 20 July in the Rangtik Tokpo. They acclimatised by 
climbing a new route on Remalaye (6278m), also known as H5, at D+. They 
next made the first ascent of  the spectacular looking Chakdor Ri (6193m), 
or H8, by the south-east ridge. The ridge was made of  perfect granite and 
was climbed free (ED+, VII-) from 31 July to 2 August, calling it Treasure 
of  Zanskar. On the summit they were caught in an electric storm. Follow-
ing this success, they climbed Jamyang Ri (5800m), a rocky spire obvious 
from the road via its west face at ED, VII-, naming the route Chunka, which 
means chough in the Ladakhi dialect of  Tibetan. The team note that there 
is massive potential for good rock climbing in the area, with the mountains 
seeming more Alpine than Himalayan, other than the altitude.

In August and September Savannah Cummins, Lindsay Fixmer and Anna 
Pfaff  (USA) visited the Raru mountains. Travelling up the Tetleh glacier 
they set up base camp in the same location as previous expeditions. During 
their trip they encountered only five days of  good weather, with 19 of  poor 
weather: apparently the area experienced a late monsoon in 2017. On 9 Sep-
tember they attempted peak 5750m near the Kang La that leads to the Miyar 
valley; they climbed to just below the summit ridge but were forced back 
in back weather overcoming difficulties of  WI4/M5. They returned to the 
same peak later in the trip but found unstable snow conditions. In between 
they made the first ascent of  peak 5400m via 400m of  5.10 climbing.
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The Austrian Alpine Club cadet team made up of  Michael Groher, 
Thomas Holler, Lorin Etzel, Timo Moser and Barbara Vigl visited Zan-
skar in August 2017. Their original aim was to climb two virgin rock peaks  
beyond on the Poat La (5500m) but difficulties with employing enough 
porters meant they could not make that approach. They settled for climb-
ing on peaks above Padum making four new routes and one repeat. On 10 
August Holler and Vigl climbed Torre Fanni (5400m) via a 350m route they 
called Inschallah (M6, 5c, 60°), while Etzel, Groher and Moser climbed the 
south-east face of  Peak 6060m (4, 55°). The full team then climbed the 
south-west face of  Cerro Zanskar (5600m) in 15 pitches (6a, A1) over two 
days. Several days later, Etzel, Groher and Vigl climbed a 19-pitch route on 
a rock pillar (4500m) at 6a+ while Holler and Moser repeated a route on 
Shafat Fortress (5630m).

The Japanese pair of  Yasushi Yamanoi and Takaaki Furuhata visited the 
Hagshu Nala and made the first ascent of  Rucho (5970m), located off  the 
true left bank of  the glacier. They climbed the east face during the night and 
early morning of  1 August to meet the south ridge where they continued to 
the summit. They descended the south ridge and rated their route TD.

Garhwal
An Austrian-Italian team made up of  Vittorio Messini and Simon Gietl 
climbed a new route on the north face of  the iconic Shivling (6543m) in 
October 2017. Arriving in September they found very cold snowy condi-
tions that led them to change plans from their original intension of  repeat-
ing the Shiva’s Line climbed by Thomas Huber and Iwan Wolf  in 2000,  
the direct finish to the 1993 North Pillar climbed by Hans Kammerlander 
and Christoph Hainz. The 2017 line is to the left. Messini and Gietl spent 
the beginning of  October acclimatising on the lower section of  the route 
and fixing the steepest section. On 9 October they left base camp and set off   
on a summit push. Ascending the lower pillar, they joined the 1993 North 
Pillar before finishing up the 1980 Japanese Route to reach the summit on 
11 October, descending their ascent route next day. The route was named 
Shiva’s Ice (WI5, M6, 1500m) and was reported to be comparable to the 
ColtonMacIntyre on the Grandes Jorasses.


